
Name ____________________________________________ 

 

SSOOUUTTHH  AASSIIAA  
TEXTBOOK NOTES 

 

UUssee  ppaaggee  556655  oorr  tthhee  rreeggiioonnaall  ddaattaabbaassee  oonn  ppaaggee  772266  ttoo  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffoorr  

eeaacchh  ccoouunnttrryy..  

 

            INDIA        PAKISTAN       BHUTAN 

 
Capital:       Capital:        Capital:    

  

 

Main religions: Hindu, Islam, Christian,   Main religion: Islam       Main religions: Buddhist & Hindu 

And Sikhism (Sikh) 

 

Official Language(s):     Official Language(s):       Official Language(s): 

 

 

 

 

           NEPAL         SRI LANKA      AFGHANISTAN 

 
Capital:       Capital:        Capital:    

  

 

Main religion: Hindu     Main religions: Buddhist & Hindu       Main religion: Islam 

 

 

Official Language(s):     Official Language(s):        Official Language(s): 

 

 

 

 

     MALDIVES            BANGLADESH 

 
   Capital:         Capital:  

 

     

   Main religion: Sunni Muslim        Main religions: Islam & Hindu 

 

 

   Official Language(s):         Official Language(s): 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PPHHYYSSIICCAALL  GGEEOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  OOFF  SSOOUUTTHH  AASSIIAA;;  554422--554455  

Subcontinent – large landmass that is a major part of continent 

Rupee – the Indian currency (money) 

Monsoons – seasonal WINDS that bring wet and dry weather to South and Southeast Asia 

Rural – pertaining to the countryside 

Cash crop – a crop grown to be sold 

Natural Resource – a resource that occurs naturally 

 

1. The Indian subcontinent broke off from Africa and collided with Asia.  When the subcontinent 

ran into Asia, what mountain range was formed? 

 

 

2. What nation is the largest on the subcontinent? 

 

 

3. The Himalayas are a natural barrier separating South Asia from the rest of the Asia.  What is 

the highest peak in the Himalayas? 

 

 

4. The Himalayan Mountains are the source of what 2 South Asian rivers? 

 

 

5. Look at the map on page 544.  The Indus River empties into what body of water? 

 

 

6. Look at the map on page 544.  The Ganges River empties into what body of water? 

 

 

 

SSEECCTTIIOONN  22;;  554477--555500  
7. What is the single most important factor to the climate of South Asia? 

 

 

 

8. Name the two types of monsoons that impact South Asia. 

 

 

 

SSEECCTTIIOONN  33;;  555522--555555  
9. Do most people of South Asia live in the country or in the cities? 

 

 

10. India is rich in mineral resources but, unlike the Persian Gulf countries, it lacks what natural 

resource? 

 

 



11. Name one type of alternative power that India is developing since it does not have an abundance 

of fossil fuel. 

 

 

 

CCUULLTTUURREE  AANNDD  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  SSOOUUTTHH  AASSIIAA;;  PPAAGGEESS  556622--556688  
Ethnocentrism – believing that one’s culture is better than another…judging another culture based on 

the standards of one’s own culture 

Caste – a class group to which one is born into, a person’s caste can never change 

Caste system – the Hindu / Indian system in which people are born into certain social classes and must 

perform duties based on their caste; has nothing to do with $, only birth 

Imperialism – extending political and economic control by conquering territory; usually refers to Europe’s 

conquest of Asia, Africa and Americas between 1500-1900 A.D. 

Colony – territory ruled by another nation 

Boycott – refusing to buy goods from a country  

Partition – a division or the act of dividing 

Diffusion – the spread of ideas, customs, beliefs, etc. from one culture to another 

Civil Disobedience – not obeying unjust laws to prove a point 

Passive Resistance – resisting authority that is unjust in a non-violent manner 

Monarchy – Form of government where power is inherited from one family member to another (king, 

queen, emperor, czar, etc.)   

Republic – Form of government where people vote for people who will speak for them (The U.S.A. is  a republic) 

 

12. Name two religions that originated in South Asia. 

 

 

13. Although India is secular it does have an official religion.  What is the national religion of India? 

 

 

14. Read page 564 very carefully.  Name one way in which Hinduism differs from Christianity, 

Judaism, and Islam. 

 

 

15. What is the real name of “the Buddha?” 

 

 

16. What building did the Mughal Emperor, Shah Jahan, build as a tomb for his wife, Mumtaz? 

 

 

17. During the Age of Imperialism, Great Britain colonized South Asia.  What country was known as 

the “Jewel in the Crown?” 

 

 

18. India gained independence from Great Britain non-violently.  Indians used passive resistance, civil 

disobedience, and the boycott to gain independence.  Name the man who led the Indian 

independence movement. 



19. India gained independence, without a war, in 1947.  However, Muslims and Hindus could not stop 

fighting in India.  Therefore, India was partitioned.  India remained for the Hindus.  What 

country was created for the Muslims? 

 

 

20. Pakistan also partitioned.  What country was created from East Pakistan? 

 

 

21. How do the nations of India and Pakistan feel about each other today? 

 

 

 

IINNDDIIAA  &&  PPAAKKIISSTTAANN;;  PPAAGGEESS  557744--558822  
Secular – laws not based on religion; India is secular and Pakistan is religious…the laws of Pakistan are 

based on the Sharia (Islamic Law) 

Tolerance – acceptance of others beliefs, ways of life, etc. 

Purdah – hiding of women / separation of men and women 

Parliament – law making body similar to the Congress of the United States 

Punjab – a region in India that is mostly Sikh; Punjab wants to be an independent country and there is 

often tension between the Punjabi Sikhs and the Indian government 

Sikh – religion that is a mix of Islam and Hinduism; men do not cut their hair and wrap their long hair in 

turbans 

 

22.  Most Indians living in urban areas no longer believe in the caste system.  However, in rural areas 

the caste system is still followed.  Brahman is the highest caste.  What is the lowest caste 

called? 

 

 

23. Probably within our lifetime, India will surpass China as the world’s most populated country.  In 

fact, overpopulation and resource depletion are the two biggest problems that 3rd world 

countries face.  Look at the graph on page 575.  Women 40 and under make up what percentage of 

the Indian population? 

 

 

24. Women have gained many rights in South Asia.  In fact from 1966-1980 a woman named Indira 

Gandhi (no relation to Mohandas K. Gandhi) served as India’s Prime Minister.  Indira’s father was 

Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India.  How did Indira Gandhi die? 

 

 

25. Kashmir is home to the source of the Indus River; therefore it is extremely important to the 

region.  What two countries want control of Kashmir? 

 

 

 

26. Look at the map on page 579.  Kashmir is mostly Muslim and if given a chance would choose to 

become part of Pakistan.  What country currently controls Kashmir? 


