
Ten Days that Unexpectedly Changed America:  
Shay’s Rebellion, 1786-1787 

Video notes and reflections – Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper 
 

1. Explain why Daniel Shays and his followers (“Shaysites”) so angry with the United States 

Government.  Was the government to blame for these problems?  Explain. 

2. Why was ownership of property so critical to Americans?  How was people’s property 

being threatened?  What would John Locke (the famous dead guy who inspired the 

Declaration of Independence) have said about the situation involving people’s property 

and their government that existed in America at this time?  

3. Why were the “Shaysites” so well-prepared to fight?  Do you believe their plan to 

overthrow the government of Massachusetts with violence was justified?  Explain. 

4. Describe two (2) problems with the Articles of Confederation.  Explain why this first 

government of the United States was deliberately made weak. 

5. Explain why the return of George Washington was met with so much hope.  Why was good 

old George viewed as a savior for the young United States?  

6. What happened to Daniel Shays after the Rebellion?  Do you believe the conditions he 

was forced to agree with were fair?  Explain why or why not. 

7. Explain how Shays’ Rebellion changed America?  What was the effect of this event on 

later events?  What big change did this event cause to happen in America? 
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