
The Roles of Political 

Parties 
 

There is no mention of political parties in the Constitution.  George Washington believed that political 

parties would become divisive and should not be encouraged.  In spite of these facts, the first “political 

parties” in the United States, The Federalists and Anti-Federalist, developed because of differing 

opinions over the ratification of the Constitution.  Since these first groups formed, many other political 

parties have been created and these groups been influencing American politics – for better or worse – ever 

since. 

 

 

PROVIDE THE PEOPLE WITH A CHOICE 
 Each political party has different solutions for the nation’s problems. 

 Which solutions are the ‘best fit’ for you?  What makes the most sense? 

 Candidates from each political party offer voters a choice of individuals that share their personal 

ideas on the common welfare of the country. 

 

NOMINATE CANDIDATES 
 Political parties encourage individuals to run for public office that share their ideas on what is best 

for their community / country. 

 

CONTEST ELECTIONS 
 Political parties offer support, advice, and money to help their candidates get elected. 

 Parties organize and rally voters to support their candidate. 

 Parties raise money to pay for a candidate’s campaign costs, like commercials and employees. 

 

ORGANIZE THE GOVERNMENT 
 Leadership within the executive and legislative branches is based on the party with the most 

members. 

 President selects individuals from the same party to enforce the laws. 

 The chair (leader) of each legislative committee is held by a member of the majority party. 

 Which side of the Senate and House Chambers one’s desk is placed. 

 

WATCH THE OTHER PARTY – “loyal opposition” 
 Parties inform the public when the other party is doing “something bad” or influencing the 

government in a manner that hurts the common welfare. 

 These ideas are “their opinion”, but are still an example of checks and balances. 

 

POLITICAL ‘EDUCATION’ 
 Each party believes they have the best solutions to problems and are doing what is “right” for the 

common welfare. 

 Beware of bias and propaganda!  Parties often try to make their party look better by putting other 

parties down! 

 

 



 


