
Land Gained means Land Lost 
The Consequences of Manifest Destiny on the Native People of North America 

 
1. Define “reservation”.   Explain why you think the reservation system was established. 

2. Explain the purpose of the Indian Removal Act of 1830.  In your opinion, why was this policy of 

“Indian removal” not effective? 

3. Why did the United States government encourage the killing of buffalo herds by white hunters? 

4. Using the maps entitled “The Land Changes Hands”, during which period of time was the most land 

transferred from the control of native tribes to U.S. government?  Where was a majority of this land 

located? 
5. Describe three ways the government attempted to “reform” Natives by getting them to live like 

whites. 

6. What event brought white settlers into the land of the Modocs and their chief Kintpuash (“Captain 

Jack”)?  What eventually happened to “Captain Jack”? 

7. Why did Kicking Bird agree to take the Kiowa onto the reservation?  How did many 

members of the tribe react to this arrangement? 

8. What event that surrounded the death of former warrior Red Cloud showed how Native 

peoples were losing control of their own culture? 

9. Name the famous battle in which Crazy Horse took part (hint: one side’s victory is another 

side’s ‘massacre’ – it’s all about “perspective”).  Explain how Crazy Horse died. 

10. Why were Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce fleeing from the U.S. army?  Why do you think 

the tribe was trying to get to Canada?  How close were they to their goal when they were 

finally caught? 
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