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          GLOSSARY 

        inevitably – something that will eventually happen 

        conducive – tending to produce; helpful; favorable 

        sanction – authoritative permission or approval 

        servile – submissive; slavish behavior 

        attributes – resulting from a specified cause 

As the campaign against slavery 

heated up, more Southerners began 

to defend the institution.  Below are 

the arguments of Thomas Dew, who 

was a professor at William and Mary, 

and George McDuffie, who was a 

governor of South Carolina.  These 

are not barefoot drunken hillbillies.  

They are educated men and leaders 

in the southern United States. 



 

1. According to Thomas Dew, what specifically makes a slave’s life in the South so joyful? 

2. Why does Dew use family terms when describing slavery?  Does he consider slaves to be like family? 

3. What does Thomas Dew predict would happen to the slaves if they were set free? 

4. Thomas Dew is obviously an educated man.  He teaches at a prestigious university.  Would you believe what he 

is telling you about slavery in the South?  Explain why or why not. 

5. George McDuffie, the South Carolina governor, clearly states that slavery is God’s will.  What are the two specific 

examples he gives to support this belief? 

6. If you were devoutly religious – you believed the Bible was the word of God – would you disagree with what 

McDuffie was saying?  Explain why or why not. 

7. If you were opposed to slavery – you wanted to stop the buying and selling of human beings – what arguments 

would you use to try to change the minds of men like Thomas Dew and George McDuffie?  Explain at least one in 

a thorough and thoughtful paragraph. 
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