
 
____________________________________________________________________Kyle – U.S. History 

 

 On February 24, 1836, the day after the Mexican Army under the command of 

General Santa Anna arrived in San Antonio, William B. Travis wrote a letter asking for 

help and reinforcements.  He had written other requests for aid, but this was different 

since the enemy had arrived and it was important for reinforcements to come quickly. 

 This letter made its way to newspapers all across America and, although it was 

published in many after the battle had taken place, the inspiring appeal helped to rally 

the support of the American people around the Texas cause. 

 In this letter, the punctuation and words are as Travis wrote with the following 

exception.  The words “victory or death” were not capitalized, but were underlined 

three times for emphasis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VOCABULARY 
 

 Commandancy – a reference to the office of the commander 

compatriots – a fellow countryman 

 besieged – to surround and entrap with armed forces 

 bombardment – an attack with artillery 

 cannonade – a direct reference to a bombardment with cannon 

 discretion – a free choice within certain legal boundaries 

 garrison – a military post and the troops stationed at that post 

 Beeves – presumably a general reference to a head of cattle (that is, a “beef”) 

  

1. Describe the patriotic traits that are exhibited in Travis’ letter.  Why do you think the words in this 

letter have become part of the Alamo legend? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think Travis ends his letter with the words “victory or death”?  What were the 

defenders of the Alamo fighting for that was worth dying for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last letter Travis wrote to the world outside of the Alamo compound was a 

letter to his son composed on March 1, 1836.  The boy had recently arrived in Texas 

from Alabama and was staying with friends of the family.  It was written to David Ayers 

on a scrap of paper, and is one of the famous messages from the Alamo.  Here is the 

text of the letter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The defenders of the Alamo were overrun by the Mexican Army.  William B. Travis, as well as 

the garrison under his command, were all killed.  The Americans lost!  Why do we, as Americans, 

still view the Alamo as a national symbol?  How might this event be considered an example of 

patriotism?  Explain why this is an event Americans would “proud(ly) recollect”. 


