
Kyle – U.S. History      NAME: _______________________________________ 

Reading Questions for the primary source document “Skills Needed in the 

New World” by Richard Hakluyt and John Brereton, 1602. 

1. List four (4) types of jobs or skills that you were surprised to find on this list.  Explain why you 

were surprised that Hakluyt chose to include them among his essential skills needed to settle in 

the New World. 

 

 

2. Based on this list of jobs/skills, what do you think was Hakluyt’s top priority when establishing 

this settlement in the New World?  Explain your choice and use evidence from the document to 

support your conclusion. 

 

 

3. Explain why you think Hakluyt includes a skillful painter among his list of necessary workers. 

 

 

4. Many common last names of people come from the types of jobs their relatives did in the past.  

For example, someone with the last name of Farmer had an ancestor who was a farmer.  List as 

many “names” as you can recognize from the list of workers.  Next to each “name”, briefly 

summarize the type of work each did in your own words.  (i.e. What does a “Smith” do?) 

 

 

 

 

5. Explain how this primary source reading helped you to better understand the people of the 16th 

century and the challenges they faced when settling the New World.  Provide at least two (2) 

examples from the reading to support your answer. 

 

 

 



 


