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Minimum Age and a Minimum Wage

New York Times UPFRONT News Article

Reflective Questions

Briefly describe two (2) different laws passed by either state or federal (national) government to
change conditions faced by workers in the United States during the 19" and early 20" centuries.
Explain how workers’ lives were improved as a result of these laws.

Briefly describe three (3) risks or hardships faced by workers during the 19" and 20" centuries.

Who was Lewis Hine? Describe the role he played in eliminating child labor in the United States
during the time period described in the article.

Explain the similarities between what happened at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory in 1911 and the
garment factory in Bangladesh in 2013...two tragedies a century apart, but sadly similar.

The author, Joseph Berger, states near the end of the article the “poverty and child labor have always
been linked.” Explain what he means by this statement and use at least two pieces of evidence from
the text to support your answer.
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