
Kyle / Toth – U.S. History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. List 3 arguments Thomas Paine uses to convince colonists they would be better off to break away from England. 
 

  

 

  

 

  
 

2. Paine wrote that England, as America’s “parent country,” should be ashamed of their treatment of the colonies.  

Describe 3 examples of the “shameful” treatment that Paine outlines in the pamphlet.  Is this propaganda? 
 

  

 

  

 

  
 

3. People who supported England declared “Common Sense” to be dangerous and it soon became illegal to print 

or own a copy of the pamphlet.  Find a line or phrase in “Common Sense” that would be considered dangerous. 

 

 

4. If you were a colonist, which one of Paine’s arguments would have been the most influential in convincing you 

to join the revolution against England?  Explain your choice. 


